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preface; 



The present work is a necessary sequel 
to the Small Tenements Bating Act, 
1S50, which I edited with an introduction 
and notes in the year of its passing, and 
which has since reached a fourth edition. 
That Act, as it regards the Poor Bate, 
being wholly repealed, it was necessary to 
publish an edition of the New Act, in a 
convenient form for the use of the very 
large body of local authorities to whom a 
thorough knowledge of its provisions is 
indispensable. I have endeavoured in the 
notes appended to the various sections of 
the Act, to elucidate their several provi- 
sions; and if the work should be as 
favourably received as my work on the 
Small Tenements Bating Act, I shall 
be well satisfied. 

To this edition has been added the 
Instructional Circular Letter of the Poor 
Law Board of 23rd November, 1869, ad- 
dressed to overseers with reference to the 
making and collection of the Poor Bate 
under the new Act ; and the notes to the 
former edition have been considerably ex- 
tended, 

W, 0. Q. 

&, Elm Court, Tekplx, 
bth January, 1870. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Representation of the People Act^ 1867^ by 
section 7, enacted as follows : — 

" Where the owner is rated at the time of the 
passing of this Act to the poor rate in respect of 
a dwelling house or other tenement situate in a 
parish wholly or partly in a borough^ instead of 
the occupier, his liability to be rated in any future 
poor rate shall cease, and the following enactments 
shall take effect with respect to rating in all 
boroughs : 

" (1.) After the passing of this Act no owner of 
any dwelling house or other tenement 
situate in a parish either wholly or 
partly within a borough shall be rated 
to the poor rate instead of the occupier, 
except as hereinafter mentioned : 
" (2.) The full rateable value of every dwelling 
house or other separate tenement, and 
the full rate in the pound payable by 
the occupier, and the name of the occu- 
pier shall be entered in the rate books. 
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TIU INTSODUCTION. 

The Act^ therefore^ in all parishes situate 
either wholly or partly within parliamentary 
boroughs in effect repealed the Small Tene- 
ments Bating Aet^ and in such parishes the 
owner could no longer be rated in lieu of 
the occupiers of dwelling houses^ except ^' where 
the dwelling house or tenement shall be wholly 
let out in apartments or lodgings not sepa- 
rately rated/' in which case '^the owner of 
such dwelling house or tenement shall be rated in 
respect thereof to the poor rate/' 

As it was almost the universal practice in par-, 
liamentary boroughs to rate the owners in lieu of 
the occupiers of small tenements, the abolition of 
the compound householder caused much dissatis- 
faction to the smaller class of ratepayers generally, 
as well as to the parochial authorities, upon 
whom great additional labour was imposed, both 
in the making and collection of the rates. Hence 
the present measure, which was brought forward 
by the President of the Poor Law Board, 
with the double object of preserving upon the 
rate book the names of all persons entitled to 
household sufirage, and of rendering the col- 
lection of the poor rates upon hereditaments 
let for short periods more easy and certain; 
in other words, that the rates should be collected 
direct from the owners of hereditaments held for 
short terms, and that the parliamentary franchise 



should be preserved to the occupiers ncTcrtheless. 
In every respect^ apart from the political question^ 
it is more economical and more convenient to 
collect the rates from the owners^ and it was to 
the financial aspect of the question^ therefore, that 
the attention of the parochial authorities was 
chiefly directed whilst the Bill was in progress. 
It was deemed that the occupiers of small tene* 
ments should be altogether relieved from the visits 
of the rate collector; and the Bill^ as it has 
ultimately become law^ though it will not wholly 
relieve the occupiers from such visits^ yet provides 
a means^ and indeed a strong inducement, to all 
owners of this class of property, to take upon 
themselves the obligation of paying the poor rates 
(to which the Act is confined) direct to the col- 
lector, instead of indirectly through their tenants. 

There are now three modes of dealing with the 
collection of the poor rates on tenements let for 
short terms ^— 

I. The occupiers of any rateable hereditament 
let for a term not exceeding three months, may 
deduct the poor rates which he pays from the rent 
payable to his landlord; but in such case the 
overseers cannot call upon the occupier to pay to 
them at one time or within four weeks, a greater 
amount of the rate than would be due for one 
quarter of a year. 

a8 



3. In the metropolis^ if the hereditament do 
not exceed £20 rateable value; in any parish 
T/^holly or in part within the borough of Liverpool, 
£13 ; in any parish wholly or in part within the 
city of Manchester or borough of Birmingham, 
£10; or elsewhere, J68; the owner may enter 
into an agreement in writing with the overseers, 
to become liable to them for the rates for any 
term not being less than one year from the date 
of the agreement, and to pay the poor rates, 
whether the premises are occupied or not ; and in 
consideration of his so doing the overseers may 
allow him a commission not exceeding £25 per 
cent, on the amount of the rates. 

3. The vestry may order that the owners of all 
rateable hereditaments coming under the second 
class shall be rated to the jpoor rate in respect 
thereof, instead of the occupiers. The overseers 
are then to rate the owners, and allow to them an 
abatement or deduction of fifteen per centum from 
the amount of the rate : but if the owner of one 
or more isuch rateable hereditaments give notice 
to the overseers in writing that he is willing to be 
rated for any term not being less than one year in 
respect of all hereditaments of which he is the 
owner, whether they be occupied or not, the over^ 
seers are to rate him accordingly, and allow to 
Iiim a further abatement or deduction not exceed- 
ing fifteen per centum from the amount of the rate. 



INTRODtTCTION. XI 

This arrangement, however, is not applicable to 
any rateable hereditament in which a dwelling 
house shall not be included. 

If a rate or instalment which has become due 
before the 5th January be not paid before the 
5th June following, after having been duly de- 
manded, the owner shall not be entitled to deduct 
or receive any commission, abatement, or allow- 
ance to which he would, except for such omission 
or neglect, be entitled, but shall be liable to pay 
the rate or instalment in fall. 

The new Act wholly repeals the Small Tene- 
ments Rating Act, and so much of all Local Acts 
as relate to the rating of owners instead of 
the occupiers to the poor rate, and contains various 
provisions for the enforcement and recovery of the 
rates, as well as with regard to the preservation to 
occupiers of qualifications and franchises depend- 
ing upon the payment of rates, which provisions 
will be best understood by consulting the Act itself. 

The Act> however, leaves untouched the pro- 
visions of the 69 Geo. 3. c. 12, ss. 19 — 28, except 
as to tenements, the rent of which is between £6 
and £8. See these sections in the Appendix, 
post. 

It is desirable to direct special attention to 
sections 14 to 18 of the Act, which introduce 
entirely new principles with regajfd to the making 
of poor rates. The overseers, when they make 
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a poor rate^ are now to set forth in the title to 
it the period for which it is estimated^ whether 
it be payable by instalments^ and if so^ the days of 
payment thereof. The rate is henceforth to be 
deemed to be made on the day when it is allowed 
by the justices ; and the production of a poor rate 
bookj with the allowance of the rate^ is to be 
primd facte evidence of the due making and publi- 
cation of the rate. 

The Act also repeals the 12th section of the 
17 GFeo. 2 J c. 88^ regarding the apportioning of 
rates between outgoing and incoming tenants^ and 
in lieu of it makes other and more suitable pro- 
visions. 

The other Act of the session contained in this 
volume is the Act to exempt Sunday and Ragged 
Schools from assessment to any local rate^ which 
is also annotated. 
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POOE RATE ASSESSMENT AND 
COLLECTION ACT, 1869. 



32 & 33 Victoria, Cap. 41. 

An Act for amending the Law with respect td 
the rating of Occupiers for short Terms y and 
the making and collecting of the Poor^s Rate. 

[26tli July, 1869.] 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the law 
relating to the collection of poor rates assessed 
upon occupiers of hereditaments held for shoit 
terms, and to the making and collecting of the 
poor rate : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen^s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament as- 
sembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : 

1 . The occupier of any rateable heredita- occupifiw of 
ment let to him for a term not exceeding three {^fS^rt 
months shall be entitled to deduct the amount tenns maj 

• jT_"i_». A. I* A deduct too 

paid by hmi m respect of any poor rate poor rate 
assessed upon such hereditament from the rent gSi't^d/"* 
due or accruing due to the owner, and every «»*■• 
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such payment shall be a valid discharge of the 
rent to the extent of the rate so paid (a). 
Amount of 2. No such occupicr shall be compelled to 
bywcupler. V^7 ^o the ovcrscers at one time or within four 
weeks a greater amount of the rate than would 
be due for one quarter of the year (i). 

(a) The word "hereditament" is not limited by the 
Act, and it therefore includes every hereditament which 
is rateable to the poor rate, let for a term not exceeding 
three months. In the Small Tenements Bating Act, 
the word " tenements " was used ; and by 14 & 15 
Vict. c. 39, s. 2, land not held in conjunction with 
some house, cottage, apartments, or building in the 
same parish, was excluded. The present Act applies 
to lana ; but it will rarely happen that land to be used 
for cultivation is let for a term less than three months. 
See however, the proviso to sect. 4, infra. 

It matters not what the rent of the hereditament may 
be to bring it within this section, it suffices that it is let 
for a term not exceeding three months ; and the Act 
moreover applies only to the poor rate, except in the 
metropolis, where it shall extend to every rate made by 
the overseers, and chargeable upon the same property 
as the poor rate. See sect. 20, vostj which deiines the 
words " poor rate " and " owner." One who occupies his 
own property is not an owner within the Act. 

The word " months " in the section means calendar 
months. See 13 Vict. c. 21, s. 4. 

The occupier should of course carefully preserve his 
receipts for ^oor rates until he pays the next rent that 
shall be due from him, and hand them over to his land- 
lord in like manner as in the case of the nroperty-tax. 
See sect. 8, which makes the receipt a valid discharge 
of the rent to the extent of the rate paid in certain cases. 

The present Act applies to every parish in England, 
without reference to whether it is situate in a parliamen- 
tary borough or not, and it is compulsory, and not subject 
to adoption, (except as to s. 4,) as the Small Tenements 
Rating Act was. 

The vestry cannot interfere with the operation of the 
first section ; and it takes away the ground for excusing 
payment of poor rates under 64 Geo. 3, c. 170, s. 11, 

[b) By sect. 14, post, the overseers, when they make a 
poor rate, are to set forth in the title of the rioe, " the 
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3. In case the rateable value of any heredi- oirn«w may 
tament does not exceed twenty pounds, if theSfnJtJ^,^/ 
hereditament is situate in the metropolis. or^*"o**d» 
thirteen pounds if situate in any parish wholly 
or partly within the borough of Liverpool, or 
ten pounds if situate in any parish whoUy or 
partly within the city of Manchester or the 
borough of Birmingham,, or eight pounds if 
situate elsewhere, and the owner of such here- 
ditament is willing to enter into an agreement 
in writing with the overseers to become liable 
to them for the poor rates assessed in respect 
of such hereditament, for any term not being 
less than one year from the date of such agree- 
ment, and to pay the poor rates whether the 
here^tament is occupied or not, the overseers 
may, subject nevertheless to the control of the 
vestry, agree with the owner to receive the 
rates from him, and to allow to him a commis- 
sion not exceeding twenty-five per cent, on the 
amount thereof {c). 

period for which the same is estimated;" but it will 
not in all cases be easy to say what amount of rate 
" would be due for one quarter of the year." A quarter 
of a year, according to the mode of reckoning, contains 
different numbers of dajs. Thus the quarter ending 

30th March, contains - - - 00 days 
(in leap year) - - - - 91 „ 

30th June, contains - - - 01 ;, 

30th Sept. „ - - - - 92 „ 

81st Dec. „ - - - - 92 „ 
But the quarters ending at the usual quarter days of 

Lady-day, contains • - - 90 days 
(in leap year) - • - • 91 „ 

Midsummer Day contains - - 91 „ 

Michaelmas Day j, - - - 97 „ 

Christmas Day j? - - - 87 „ 
Again, a quarter of 365 days (a year) contains 91 i days, 
or 366 days, 91i days. See sect. 17, jwst, as to the date 
of a poor rate. 
[c) This, and section 4, revive the compound house 
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omct 2o"*^ 4. The vestry of any parish may from time 
owMr to be to time Order that the owners of all rateable 
o?Se*SSiJ? hereditaments to which section three of this 
p*«» Act extends, situate within such parish, shall 

holder, who ceased to exist in parliamentary borouehs 
under the Representation of the People Act; 1867; out 
the Act does not in express terms rep^ any part of sect* 7 
of that Act, and it does not affect the provision therein, 
" where the dwelling house or tenement shall be wholly 
let oat in apartments or lodgings not separately rated, the 
owner of such dwelling house or tenement shall he 
rated in respect thereof to thejpoor rate.'' As to which, 
see the case of Stamper v. Sundertand-on-the'Sea* 82 
J. P. 480 ; 18 L. T. (N. S.) 682, and page 20 of Glen 
and Lovesy's Representation of the People Act, 1867, 
drd. edition. 

In the case of tenements coming within that decision, 
the owner is to be considered as the occupier, and his 
name entered in the occupiers' column of the rate. 

Agreements under section 3 will not be exempt fscm 
stamp duty, at least there is nothing in this, or in any 
otiber Act, which will so exempt tnem. The Inland 
Revenue Commissioners hold tnat they are liable to a 
stamp duty of 6^. each. See the letter of the Commis- 
sioners of Inland Revenue referred to in the Circular of 
the Poor Law Board, post. The cost of the stamps should 
bej^d by the overseers and charged in their accounts. 

The metro^lis (see sect. 20, post)^ contains the 
parishes, &c., m Schedules A. & B. of the 18 & 19 Vict. 
c. 120; the municipal and parliamentaiy boroughs of 
Liverpool and Birmingham are co-terminous. liiat of 
Liverpool comprises the parishes or parts of the follow- 
ing parishes or townships : 

Liverpool, 

Kirkdale, 

Everton, 

West Derby, and 

Toxteth Park. 

Birmingham comprises the parishes or townships of 
Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, and 
Aston. 
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be rated to the poor rate in respect of such 
rateable hereditaments^ instead of the occu- 
piersj on all rates made after the date of such 
order; and thereupon and so long as such 
order shall be in force the following enact- 
ments shall have effect {d) : 

The city of Manchester comprises the townships of 
Manchester, Ardwick, 

Cheetfaani; Chorlton-upon-Medlock, 

Beswick, Hulme. 

The rateable value will be according to the approved 
valuation list if there be one ; if not. according to the 
amount as entered in the proper column of the poor 
rate. It will be noticed that section 3 applies to here- 
ditaments independent of the term for which they are let. 

The third section leaves it optional with the owners 
whether they will compound or not. The ag^reement be- 
tween the owner and the overseers should be executed in 
duplicate, and it may be for any number of years, but must 
not be for a shorter time than one year. One who is agent 
for the owner^ and collects the rents of the hereditaments, 
is the owner liable to be rated within the meaning of the 
Act, and should be described as such in the agreement. 
He should also sign it as owner according to the descrip- 
tion contained in sect. 20, post. The agreement should 
be executed by a majori^ of the overseers, and not by 
one only. The commission will be forfeited if the rates 
be not paid b efore the day limited, by sect. 5, infra. The 
control of the vestry will be exercised Under sect. 4, 
infra, and they may also refuse their assent to an agree- 
ment under sect. 8. See sect. 9, post, as to the owner 
delivering to the overseers lists of occupies of the here- 
ditaments for which he has agreed to pay the rates, and 
for which he is liable to be rated. The agreement mav 
be made to apply to a poor rate made before the 20th 
September, I860, as well as to rates made after that date. 

If the vestry do not interfere under sect. 3 or sect. 4, 
the overseers will, of course, proceed under sect. 3, 
according to the agreement with the owners ; if there be 
no agreement they will recover the rate in full. An 
owner who occupies his own tenement would not come 
within sect. 8 or sect. 4. See sect. 20, post* 

{d) This is the only part of the Act which is subject 
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1 . The overseers shall rate the owners in- 

stead of the occupiers^ and shall allow 
to them an abatement or deduction of 
fifteen per centum from the amount of 
the rate : 

2. If the owner of one or more such rateable 

hereditaments shall give notice to the 
overseers in writing that he is willing 
tp be rated for any term not being less 



to adoption by the vestry, excepting that the vestry may 
exercise a control under sect. 3. The vestry are not 
iimited to one adoption, but inay, after the resolution 
adopting the section has been rescinded under sub- 
section (3), again adopt it^ and so on, '' from time to time." 

The section applies to all hereditaments of the rate- 
able value specified in sect. 3, without reference to the 
terms of letting, as in sect. 1, and the vestry cannot 
limit it to those of the specified rateable value which are 
let for short terms. 

Under subsection (1), the abatement or deduction will 
be at the rate of tnree shillings in the pound on the 
amount of the rate. According to the Poor Law Boards 
exemplification of the rate, the abatement or deduction is 
to be made in the amount of the rate inserted in col. 11 
of the rate book, and this is in accordance with subsection 
(1), which enacts that the abatement or deduction shall 
be "from the amount of the rate," Under subsection 
(2) a further abatement or deduction shall be allowed, 
making the total abatement or deduction a sum not ex- 
ceeding six shillings in the pound. 

Under subsection (1), the ri^ht to an abatement or 
deduction is absolute ; under subsection (2), it rests with 
the ovei*seers to determine what further amount shall be 
allowed, not exceeding three shillin&^s in the pound. 

The notice must specify the time lor which the owner 
is willing to be rated, it may be for any number of 
years, but not less than one year, and when once given 
it need not be renewed till the time expires. If, how- 
ever, there should be a change of ownership, the new 
owner should give a fresh notice^ for he would not be 
entitled to claim the benefit of his predecessor's notice, 
ndUier would he be bound by it. 
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than one year in respect of all such 
rateable -hereditaments of which he is 
the owner^ whether the same be occu- 
pied or not^ the overseers shall rate 
such owner accordingly^ and allow to 
him a further abatement or deduction 
not exceeding fifteen per centum from 
the amount of the rate during the time 
he is so rated : 
3. The vestry may by resolution rescind any 
such order after a day to be fixed by 
them^ such day being not less than six 
months after the passing of such reso- 
lution^ but the order shall continue in 
force with respect to all rates made 
before the date on which the resolu- 
tion takes effect : 
Provided that this clause shall not be applica- 



The proviso to section 4 prevents the application of this 
section to land not occupied in connection with; and rated 
with a dwelling house. 

See sect. 9, post^ as to the owner delivering to the 
overseers lists of the occupiers of the hereditaments for 
which he is rated or liable to be rated. 

Under sect. 4, it is not optional with the owners to 
be rated instead of the occupiers. It is compulsory upon 
the overseers under that section when it is adoptea to 
rate all owners of the class of property specified in 
sect. 3 ] but sect. 4 is quite independent of sect. d| 
except as referring to it for a description of the pro- 
perty. The deductions to be made under sect. 4, how- 
ever, have no connection with those to be made under 
sect. 3. If the rateable value of the property com- 
pounded for should be increased by improvements or 
otherwise beyond the amount limited by sect. 3, ante^ 
such property will be taken out both of sect. 3 and 
sect. 4^ and agreements with the owners under sect. 3, 
and notices under sect. 4, in regard to the rates will 
be at an end. 
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ble to any rateable hereditament in which a 
dwelling house shall not be included, (d) 
oirnew 5. Whcu an owner who has become liable to 

w n55i^ pay the poor rate omits or neglects to pay, be- 

flfSTIay^of ^*^^'® ^^^ ^^^^ ^^7 ^f June in any year, any rate 
jMe to or any instalment thereof which has become 
mission. " due prcviously to the preceding fifth day of 
January, and has been duly demanded by a 
demand-note delivered to him or left at his 
usual or last known place of abode, he shall 
not be entitled to deduct or receive any com- 
mission, abatement, or allowance to which he 
would, except for such omission or neglect, be 
entitled under this Act, but shall be liable to 
pay, and shall pav, .such rate or instalment in 
full(e). 
Ropeidof 6. The statute thirteenth and fourteenth 
cf w, &Z!^*' Victoria, chapter ninety-nine, with respect to 
tibe^nme *^® rating of Small tenements, and so much of 
apply to the any local statute as relates to the rating of 
^^^ *' owners instead of occupiers, are hereby re- 



{d) Section 3 applies to "any hereditaments," but 
the proviso to sect. 4 excludes from the operation of that 
sect. " any rateable hereditament " in which a dwelling- 
house shall not be included. The overseers may,however, 
under sect. 3, decluie to enter into any agreement with 
the owner, or the vestry may intenere and prevent 
them from doing so. 

{e) As to the ''demand note/' and its service, see Art. 
3 of the General Order of the Poor Law Board of 14th 
January, 1807, page 439 of Glen's Poor Law Board 
Orders, sixth edition. See also sect. 28 of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1867 (in note to sect. 10, 
post,) as to the service of a demand note by the over, 
seers on or before the 20th June, viz., occupiers who 
have not paid their poor rates on or before the 1st June. 

The forfeiture under this section extends to sect. 3 
and to both iten^s under sect. 4; supra. 
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pealed^ so far as the same apply to any poor 
rate made after this Act comes into opera- 
tion (/). 

7, Every payment of a rate by the occupier, coMtrocare 
notwithstanding the amount thereof may be^^nte/ 
deducted from his rent as herein provided, and 
every payment of a rate by the owner, whether 
he is himself rated instead of the occupier, or 
has agreed with the occupier or with the over- 
seers to pay such rate, and notwithstanding any 
allowance or deduction which the overseers are 
empowered to make from the rate, shall be 
deemed a payment of the full rate by the occu- 
pier . for the purpose of any qualification or 
franchise which as regards rating depends upon 
the payment of the poor rate {gj. 



(/) The Small Tenements Rating Act, 13 & 14 Vict, 
c. 99, remains in full force in regard to highway rates^ 
and 14 & 15 Vict. c. 39, is also unrepealed. 

The section as regards the poor rate, repeals the 13 & 
14 Vict, c. 99, and so much of any local Act as relates 
to the rating of owners instead of the occupiers to the 
poor rate ; but it does not repeal the 59 Geo. 3, c. 12, sects. 
19 — 23, regarding the rating of owners " of all nouses, 
apartments, or dwellings " let at any rent or rents not 
exceeding £20, nor less then £6, by the year, for any 
less term than one year, or on any agreement by which 
the rent shall be reserved, or made payable at any 
shorter period than three months. These provisions still 
remain in force in parishes not within parliamentaiy 
boroughs. As regards parishes within such boroughs, 
they were repealed by the Representation of the People 
Act, 1867. 

{ff) Under sect. 19, post, the overseers ai^e bound to 
enter in the occupiers' column of the rate book the name 
of the occupier of every rateable hereditament, and such 
occupier shall be deemed to be duly rated for any quali- 
fication or franchise. The present section, by making- 
payment of the rate, whether by the occupier or the 
owner, sufficient for the purpose of any qualification or 
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Where 8. Where an owner who has undertaken, 

toparratS" "^^^^'^^^ ^7 agreement with the occupier or 
piJwpSying ^^*^ *'^® overseers, to pay the poor rates, or has 
the eame otherwise bccome liable to pay the same, omits 

may deduct ^ ± i. \1 j. ii < 

the amount or ucglccts to pay any such rate, the occupier 
fbomthe y^^y, pg^y ^|jg samc aucl deduct the amount 

from the rent due or accruing due to the owner, 
and the receipt for such rate shall be a valid 
discharge of the rent to the extent of the rate 
so paid (A). 
Owners to ^. Evcry owucr who agrees with the overseers 

'^^*"iw8°' *^ P^y ^^® P^^^ Taie, or who is rated or liable 
and^Sabio to to bc rated for any hereditament instead of the 
Si?^'iVmis- occupier, shall deliver to the overseers, from 
»io«' time to time, when required by them, in writing, 

a list containing the names of the actual occu- 



franchise, secures to the occupier every right which 
depends for its exercise upon the payment of rates. 
Therefore an occupier of premises, the rates upon which 
have been duly paid, will be qualified as a rate 
payer to vote in vestry or at an election of guardians ; 
nis municipal and parliamentary fi*anchise will also be 
preserved to him, and if the rating be sufficient in amount 
It will also confer the qualification for the office of 
guardian, or it may be added to another rating for the 
purpose of making up the requisite amount to qiialifiy 
for the latter office. The " full rate " as it appears in 
the rate book shall be deemed to have been paid. 

The 19th section, post, preserves the nghts which 
depend upon rating only. 

(A) The Act does not in any of the previous sections 
refer to agreements between owners and occupiers for 
the former to pay the poor rate on the hereditament. 
Such agreements do not require legislative authority ; 
but this section gives the occupier a ready means of 
enforcing the obligation that the owner may have 
entered into to pay the rates to which the occupier is 
rated. The receipt for the rate should be carefully 
preserved, for otherwise the rent to the extent of the 
rate paid will not be discharged. 
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piers of the hereditameiits comprised in such 
agreement^ or for which he is so rated or liable 
to be rated; and if any siich owner wilfully 
omits to deliver such list when required to do 
so, or wilfully omits therefrom or misstates 
therein the name of any occupier, he shall for 
every such omission or misstatement be liable, 
on summary conviction, to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding two pounds (i) . 

10. Section twenty-eight of "The Represen- Notice to 
tation of the People Act, 1867,'^ with respect ^^^^Ir '^ 
to notice to be given of rates in arrear, shall "*''^<^*'' 
apply to occupiers of premises capable of con- 
ferring the parliamentary franchise, although 
the owners of such premises have become liable 
for the rates assessed thereon under the pro- 
visions of this Act (J) . 



{i) The agreement with the overseers is that referred 
to m sect. 3 ; the liability of the owner is that arising 
under sect. 4. 

(j) Section 28 of The Representation of the People 
Act, 1867, is as follows : Where any poor rate due on 
the Fifth day of January in any year from an occupier 
in respect of premises capable of conferring the franchise 
for a borough remains unpaid on the First day of June 
jFoUowing, the overseers whose duty it may be to collect 
such rate, shall, on or before the Twentieth of the same 
month of June, unless such rate has previously been 
paid, or has been duly demanded by a demand note, to 
be served in like manner as the notice in this section 
referred to, give or cause to be given a notice in the 
form set forth in Schedule (E.) to this Act to every such 
occupier. The notice shall be deemed to be duly given 
if delivered to the occupier or left at his last or usual 
place of abode, or with some person on the premises in 
respect of which therate is pa;^abie. Any overseer who shall 
wilfully withhold such notice, with the intent to keep 
such occupier off the list or register of voters for the 
said borough, shall be deemed guilty of a breach of duty 
in the execution of the Registration Acts. 
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Liia>uit7of 11, Where the owner has become liable to 

^IS^^SSa!^ the payment of the poor rates^ the rates due 

from him, together with the costs and charges 

of levying and recovering the same^ may be 



By Article 3 of the General Order of the Poor Law 
Board, dated 14th January, 1867, ''If the overseers 
think fit they may cause a demand note to be printed in 
the Rate Beceipt Cheque Book, according to the form in 
the said schedule, which may be detached and left with 
the ratepayer, or at his address, when the payment of 
the rate is demanded, which demand note shall be num- 
bered so as to correspond with the number of the receipt, 
and may show the particulars of the claims or tne 
purposes for which the rate is made, if the overseers 
think proper to have the same inserted therein." 

The demand note attached to the rate receipt is as 
follows : — 

' Union. No; — -. Parish of—. 

Mr.— , — Street, 

The overseers of the poor demand payment of the 
poor rate, made the — r-aay of — , 186 — , and of the 
arrears of former rates as below now due from you, 

£ s. d. 

Amount of rate at — -— in the pound - 

Arrears ------ 



Total - 



♦ Particulars of the rate, or purposes for \ 

which the above rate has been made, > — ■ 

at in the pound respectively, ' — ■ ■ 

(Signed) ■ — . 

* State horn much far relief <if the poor, for county or 
borough rate, for highways, and other matters. 

The demand note should be signed by the overseers, 
or assistant overseer; though, perhaps, if the signatures 
be printed, it would suffice. It is, however, desirable to 
avoid any question on this point, by the signatures 
being written. It will, nevertheless, be a sufficient 
signature, if the overseers or assistant overseer, stamps 
on the notice &fac simile of his signature. Bennett v. 
Brumfitt, 8 L. R. C. P. 28 ; 37 L. J* C. P. 25. See 
Glen^ Poor Law Board Orders, 6th ed» 



ovner. 
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levied on the goods of the owner, and be 
recovered from him in the same way as poor 
rates may be recovered from the occupier (i). 

12. Notwithstanding the owner of any such ^^^^^J 
rateable hereditament as aforesaid has become by the 
liable for payment of the poor rates assessed 
thereon, the goods and chattels of the occupier 
shall be liable to be distrained and sold for 
payment of such rates as may accrue during his 
occupation of the premises, at any time whilst 
such rates remain unpaid by the owner, subject 
to the following provisions : 

1, That no such distress shall be levied unless 

the rate has been demanded in writing 
by the overseers from the occupier, and 
the occupier has failed to pay the same 
within fourteen days after the service of 
such demand : 

2. That no greater sum shall be raised by 

such distress than shall at the time of 
making the same be actually due from 
the occupier for rent of the premises on 
which the distress is made : 
8. That any such occupier shall be entitled 
to deduct the amount of rates for which- 
such distraint is made, and the expense 



(k) Poor rates may be recovered from the occupier by 
distress and sale of his goods, and in default of distress, 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding three calendar 
months. (43 Eliz. c. 2, s. 4; 17 Geo. 2, c. 38, s. 7; 41 
Geo. 3, C.23 ; 64 Geo. 3, c. 170, s. 12 ; 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 17 ; 
12 Vict. c. 14 ; 25 & 26 Vict. c. 82.) 

The liability of the owner will arise under sect. 3, or 
under sect. 4 ; an agreement between the owner and 
the occupier, such as is referred to in sect. 8, sttpra, will 
not suffice to justify proceedings against the owner 
under this section for tke recovery of the poor rates. 
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of distraint^ &om the rent due or acci'tting 
due to the owner, and eveiy such pay-- 
ment shall be a valid discharge of the 
rent to the extent of the rate and 
expenses paid (/) . 
oirner may 13, Evcrv owner of auv hereditament for 
asfaiMtvaiu-the ratcs of which he has become liable shall 

ation list and 

r.ite. ___-____«_^___ 

(/) The occupier can be distrained upon only in respect 
of such rates as may accrue during his occupation of 
the premises. He will not be liable to imprisonment in 
default of distress ; at any rate not if he be not himself 
rated. 

The demand need not necessarily be made by the 
overseers themselves ; it may be made in the ordinary 
way by the assistant overseer or collector of poor rates. 

Kent must be "actually due'' before distress can 
be made, and successive distresses can be made, as rent 
becomes due, until the whole rate due is recovered. The 
summons will issue in the ordinary way to the occupier, 
and at the hearing he may show thnt no rent is due 
from him ; in which case no distress warrant will isue. 
If he do not appear, or appearing, does not show that 
no rent is due, then the warrant will issue, without any 
reference to the rent being due; and it will be for the 
person who makes the distress to ascertain, as best he 
may, whether any rent is due, and if so, how much, and 
' to make the distress accordingly ; at the same time, it 
must be observed, that it will require great care in 
making the lovy to ascertain that rent is due, and the 
amount; probably, however, it will rarely happen that it 
w^ill be necessary to make the distress, for the tenant 
will, doubtless, be as ready to pay his rent in the form 
of poor rate to the overseers as he would in name of 
rent to his landlord. 

The costs of the distress the sub-section contem- 
plates shall be recovered in addition to the i*ate. Every 
such payment (of rates and expense of distress) is to be 
a valid discharge of the rent to the extent thereof, and 
therefore the proper evidences of the payment should be 
preseiwed. Probably the occupier would have his 
remedy against the owner for any further loss which 
he may have incuiTed owing to the default of the latter. 
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• • » • 

have the same right of appeal (subject to the 
same conditions and consequences) against the 
valuation lists and the poor rates as if he were 
the occupier thereof (m) . 

14. The overseers of every parish when they The orer- 
make a poor rate shall set forth in the title of So period * 
the rate the period for which the same is JooriatJii 
estimated, and if the same is payable by instal- »«de» 
ments the amount of each instalment and the i*«)ti«>. 
date at which each instalment is payable ; pro- 
vided that if the necessities of the parish shall 
require it another rate may be made before 

such period shall have elapsed (n). 

15. The overseers who make the poor rateoveneen 
for a period exceeding three months may declare ^?rra?e' 
that the same shall be paid by instalments at f^f^jj^n^, 
such times as they shall specify, and thereupon 

each instalment only shall be enforceable as 
and when it falls due, and the payment of any 
such instalment shall, as respects any qualifica- 

{ni) As to appeals against valuation lists in unions 
beyond the metropolis, see 25 & 20 Vict. c. 103, ss. 10, 
21, and 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 1. As to appeals 
against valuation lists in the metropolis, see the Act of 
the 32nd & 33rd Vict. c. 67. As to appeals against poor 
rates, see 43 Eliz. c. 2,s. 0; 17 Geo. 2, c. 38; 41 Geo. 3, 
c. 23; & 7 Will. 4, c. 96 ; 11 & 12 Vict. c. 91, s. 11 ; 
12 & 13 Vict. c. 45, and 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 29. 

(w) This section and sections 15, 16, 17, and 18 are of - 
general application. 

The title of the poor rate is prescribed in the schedule to 
the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 96, and by the Poor Law Board's 
Order for Accounts, Schedule (A). 

As to the form of poor rate see the Circular of the Poor 
Law Board in the Appendix, 2)ost. If another rate be 
made before the period of the current rate shall have 
expired, the title of it must also specify the period fop 
which it is estimated as well as the instalments in 
which it is payable, if it be intended so to inake it pay- 
able. 
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tion.or franchise depending upon tlie payment 
of the poor rate, be deemed a payment of such 
rate in respect of the period to which such 
instahnent applies (o). 
MweMiTe'*^' 16. If the occupier assessed in the rate when 
occupien, made shall cease to occupy before the rate shall 
J?er8^romi?g havc bccu whoUy discharged, or if the heredita- 
r"iwi hcredi-' ^Gut being unoccupied at the time of the 
taments. making of the rate become occupied during the 
• period for which the rate is made, the overseers 
shall enter in the rate book the name of the 
person who succeeds or comes into the occupa- 
tion, as the case may be, and the date when 
such occupation commences, so far as the same 
be knoAvn to them, and such occupier shall 
thenceforth be deemed to have been actually 
rated from the date so entered by the overseer, 
and shall be liable to pay so much of the rate 
as shall be proportionate to the time between 
the commencement of his occupation and the 
expiration of the period for which the rate was 
made, in like manner, and with the like remedy 
of appeal, as if he had been rated when the rate 
was made; and an outgoing occupier shall 
remain liable in like manner for so much and 
no more of the rate as is proportionate to the 

(o) In some parishes under local Acts only one rate 
wns made during the year, and collected by instalments; 
now the same can be done with regard to all poor rates. 
As respects any qualification or franchise under this sec- 
tion the payment of an instalment of the rate will have 
precisely the same effect as if each instalment were a 
separate and distinct rate ; but the "current rate " will 
be the rate itself, which will continue in force until 
another is made. Two or more instalments in arrear 
may be enforced by the same process, but each instalment 
in arrear should be distinctly stated. It is optional with 
the overseers whether thej' will make the rate payable 
by instahnents. 
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time of his occcupation within the period for 
which the rate was made; and the twelfth 
section of the statute 17 Geo. 2, c. 38, shall be 
repealed {q). 

17. A poor rate shall be deemed to be made wh«n the 
on the day when it is allowed by the justices, KJi'/ii 
and if the justices sever in their allowance then bf^Jde? 
on the day of the last allowance (r). 

18. The production of the book purporting j^^.®°^nj[ 
to contain a poor rate, with the allowance of publication 
the rate by the justices, shall, if the rate is®''**"* 
made in the form prescribed by law, be prima 

facte evidence of the due making and publica- 
tion of such rate {s). 

(q) Under this statute each occupier is liable for therate 
only for the period of actual occupation : the occupier 
assessed will be liable up to the time when he snail 
cease to occupy — the incoming occupier from the time 
of the commencement of his occupation. If between the 
two periods there be an interregnum, the rate accruing 
for the same will be irrecoverable, and should be . 
written off accordingly in the proper column of the rate 
book. The section refers to " the rate," which must 
mean the poor rate. 

(r) This enactment will obviate much doubt in future 
as to what is the date of a poor rate— the date when it 
is signed by the overseers, the date of its allowance by 
the justices, or the date of its publication. Now it is to 
be the date when it is allowed, and if it be signed by one 
justice on one day, and by another on another day, the 
latter day shall be the day when the rate is made. 
Notwithstanding the date of the rate, it will not be due 
until it is published in the manner required by law, and 
until then it cannot be enforced, (but see note to section 
\%y infra). The late case of Ainsworthy app., Creeke, 
resp., L. R. 4, C. P. 476, will not now be an authority 
as to the date of a poor rate. 

(s) The production of the rate book shall be primd 
faeie evidence only of the due making and publi- 
cation of the rate. If, in fact, the rate nas not been 
published, then the neglect of publication may be given 
m evidence, and the rate will not be recoverable. By 
17 Geo. 2, c. 3, s. 1, and 1 Vict. c. 45, s. 2, a poor ratQ 



la 
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Saving of 
franchises. 



orerteertto 19. The ovefseers ill making out the poor 
^otSi^^ rate shall, in every case, whether the rate is 
fate! ^" ^'^* collected from the owner or occupier, or the 
owner is liable to the payment of the rate in- 
stead of the occupier, enter in the occupiers 
column of the rate book the name of the occu- 
pier of every rateable hereditament, and such 
occupier shall be deemed to be duly rated for 
Penalty for any qualification or franchise as aforesaid : and 

omission. •/» t ,i •■!/» n i •.! 

it any overseer negligently or wiliully and with- 
out reasonable cause omits the name of the 
occupier of any rateable hereditament from the 
rate, or negligently or wilfully misstates any 
name therein, such overseer shall for every 
such omission or misstatement be liable on 
summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
two pounds ; provided that any occupier whose 
name has been omitted shall, notwithstanding 
such omission, and that no claim to be rated 
has been made by him, be entitled to every 
qualification and franchise depending upon 
rating, in the same manner as if his name had 
not been so omitted {t) . 

must be published the next Sunday after it shall have 
been allowed by the justices. If the justices sever in 
their allowance the day when the second justice signs the 
rate will be the day of its allowance according to sect. 
17, svpra. 

(t) In the case of ordinary occupiers no difficulty will 
in general be experienced in obtaining their names ; 
the names of occupiers whose rates are paid by the 
owners will be obtained from the list to be furnished under 
sect. 9, supra. This section, as well as section 7, applies 
to female as well as to male occupiers. Though the 
foimer have not the parliamentary franchise they can 
vote at^nunicipal elections, (82 & 33 Vict. c. 55, s. 9,) 
at elections of guardians, and in vestiy, as well as in the 
election of local boards of health. Section 7, ante, pre- 
serves any franchise which depends n^npayTnent of the 
poor rate. The present preserves all those rights which 
depend upon rating 
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20. The word ''overseer" shall include every S^SlS^,. 
authority that makes an assessment for the poor 
rate; the words ^^ poor rate" shall mean the 
assessment for the relief of the poor, and for 
the other purposes chargeable thereon according 
to law, and in the metropolis shall extend to 
every rate made by the overseers, and charge- 
able upon the same property as the poor rate ; 
the word "owner" shall mean any person 
receiving or claiming the rent of the heredita- 
ment for his own use, or receiving the same for 
the use of any corporation aggregate, or of any 
public company, or of any landlord or lessee 
who shall be a minor, a married woman, or 
insane,.or for the use of any personfor whom he is 
acting as agent; the word " parish" shall signify 
every place for which a separate overseer can 
be appointed; the word " vestry" shall include 
not only the vestry of a parish existing under 
the authority of some generator special Act of 
parliament, or by special custom or otherwise, 
but also the meeting of the inhabitants of any 
township, vill, or place having a separate over- 
seer, and for which a separate poor rate is 
made, held after notice given in like manner as is 
required by law in regard to the meetings of ves- 
tries ; and the word " metropolis" shall include 
only the metropolis as defined by the Metrp- 
polis Management Act, 1855 {u). 

The proviso to this section renders it now unnecessary 
for occupiers to claim to be rated for the purpose of the 
parliamentary franchise under 2 Will. 4, c. 45, Sw30; 
but they must still claim to be placed on the parliamen- 
tary register of voters if they should be omitted there- 
from. 

(») It will be seen that the definitions given by this 
section are not confined to the words as used in this 
particular enactment, but appear to apply generally. In 
some parishes directors of the poor and othera than 
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Application 21. This Act shall not extend to Scotland w 

"'^^' Ireland. 

Short tiue. 22. This Act may be cited as " The Poor 

SSnut?" Rate Assessment andCoUection Act. 1869," and 
shall come into operation on the twenty-ninth 
of September one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-nine: Provided that the vestry of any 
parish may before that day order that the 
owners shall be rated instead of the occupiers 
under this Act, but no such order shall take 
effect until after the said twenty -ninth day of 
September one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-nine. 



overseers acting under local Acts make the poor rates. 
Henceforth such authorities shall be deemed overseers. 
In the metropolis, rates made by overseers under the 
Metropolis Local Management Act, 18 & 19 Vict. c. 120, 
shall be deemed poor.rates ; they will be subject to the 
whole of the provisions of this Act, and, perhaps, also as 
"poor rates,'' subject to audit by the poor law auditor. 
The word prish in 29 & 30 Ylct. c. 118, s. 18, has a 
larger signification than in the present Act : it is " a 
place for which a separate poor rate is or can be made, 
or for which a separate overseer is or can be appointed." 
Now the word " vestry " will apply to a meetmg of the 
inhabitants of places which were formerly extra*paro- 
chial, but whicn are now constituted parishes. As to 
the mode of calhng vestry meetings, see 58 Geo. 3, c. 69, 
and subsequent Acts, in Glen's Vestries Acts, 4th ed. 
The parishes and places in the metropolis are there set out 
in Schedules A. & B. to the 18 & 19 Vict. c. 120. 

Trustees of almshouses to whom no rent is paid will 
not be ownera witbin the meaning of the Act. The 
occupiers of the almshouses will be the persons to be 
rated as occupiers ; and, as there will be no oWners, the 
Act will not apply to such property. See i?. v. Green, 
9 B. & C. 203. As regards the occupation of premises 
by servants, and their being rated as occupiers, see JReff, 
V. Lynriy 8 A. & E. 379. 



THE 

SUNDAY AND BAGGED SCHOOLS 

ACT, 1869, 



32 & 33 Victoria, Cap. 40. 

An Act to exempt from rating Sunday and 

Ragged Schools. 

[26th July, 1869.] 

Whereas for many years and until lately build- 
ings used as Sunday and Ragged Schools for 
gratuitous education enjoyed an exemption 
from poor and other rates, and it is expedient 
that they should be exempted from such 
liability : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen^s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows : 

1. Prom and after the thirtieth day of Sep- p,om soth 
tember one thousand eight hundred and sixty- f*'?** ^^®» , 

. , . , , °. , . "^ Sunday and 

nine every authority having power to impose or Ragged 
levy any rate upon the occupier of any build- be*wm"ted 
ing or part of a building used exclusively as a jOT^efieif of 
Sunday School or Ragged School may exempt poor, &c. 
such building or part of a building from any 
rate for any purpose whatever which such 
authority has power to impose or levy : Pro- 
vided, that nothing in this Act contained shall 
prejudice or affect the right of exemption from 
rating of Sunday or Infant Schools, or for the 
charitable education of the poor in any churches^ 
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district churches, chapels, meeting houses, or 
other premises, or any vestry rooms belonging 
thereto, or any part thereof, by virtue of an 
Act passed in the third and fourth years of the 
reign of King William the Fourth, chapter 
thirty, intituled " An Act to exempt from poor 
'^ and church rates all churches, chapels, and 
'^ other places of religious worship^^ (a), 
interpreta- ^' ^ ^' Sunday School ^^ shall mean any 
lation of school uscd for giving religious education gra- 
tuitously to children and young persons on 
Sunday, and on week days for the holding of 
classes and meetings in furtherance of the same 
object, and without pecuniary profit being de- 
rived therefrom [b). 

(a) The exemption is not confined to the poor rate, 
hut extends to local rates of every kind ; and it rests ex- 
clusively with the authority having power to impose or 
levy the rate to determine -whether they will grant the 
exemption. The right of exemption given by 3 & 4 
Will. 4, c. 30, s. 2, and which is preserv^ by the proviso, 
extends only to " any church or poor rates or cesses" 
upon '^ churches, district churches, chapels, meeting 
houses or other premises, or any vestry rooms belonging 
thereto, or any part thereof used for Sunday or infant 
schools, or for the charitable education of the poor." 

(h) If school pence are taken from the children attend- 
ing the school the exemption cannot be granted under 
sect. 1. Such a school would be rateable. 

The Sunday hcIicoI building must be used as such on 
Sundays ; and it must also be used on week days for the 
holding of classes, &c. If the teachers in the school are 
paid for teaching, the benefit of the Act will also be lost, 
for no pecuniary profit to any one must he derived from 
the Sunday School. The Ragged School teachers may 
be paid without the school losing the benefit of the Act. 
National School-houses are assessable to the poor rate, 
though no profit whatever is derived from their occupa- 
tion; LauffhUn v. Saffron Bill, 12 L. T. (N. S.) 642; 
but such a school could scarcely be hrought within the 
definition of a Sunday School. 

The 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 30, enacts as follows :— 

" Whereas it is expedient that churches, chapels, and 
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A " Ragged School ^* shall mean any school 
used for the gratuitous education of children 
and young persons of the poorest classes^ and 
for the holding of classes and meetings in fur- 
therance of the same object, and without any 
pecuniary benefit being derived therefrom ex- 
cept to the teacher or teachers employed. 

3. This Act shall not extend to Ireland. 

4. This Act may be cited as the " Sunday Extent ot 
*' and Ragged Schools (Exemption from Rating) short title. 
" Act, 1869.^' 



other places exclusively apjjropriated to public religious 
worship should be exempt Irom the payment of poor and 
church rates :" Be it therefore enacted, by the King's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, 
in this present parliament assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, that from and after the first day of 
October one thousand ei»:ht hundred and thirty three 
no person or persons shaR be rated or shall be liable to 
be rated, or to pay to any church or poor rates or cesses, 
for or in respect of any churches, district churches, cha- 
pels, meeting houses, or premises, or such part thereof 
as shall be exclusively appropriated to public religious 
worship, and which (other than churches, district 
churches, and episcopal chapels of the established church) 
shall be duly certified for the performance of such reli- 
gious worship according to the provision of any Act or 
Acts now in force: Provided always, that no nei'son or 
persons shall be hereby exempted from any sucn rates or 
cesses for or in respect of any parts of such churches, 
district churches, chapels, meeting houses, or other pre- 
mises which are not so exclusively appropriated, and 
from which parts not so exclusively appropriated such 
person or persons shall receive any Vent or rents, or shall 
derive profit or advantage. 

2. Provided always, and be it enacted that no pei*son 
or persons shall be liable to any such rates or cesses be- 
cause the said churches, district churches, chapels, meet- 
ing houses, or other premises, or any vestry rooms 
belonging thereto, or any part thereof, ma^ be used for 
Sunday or infant schools, or for the charitable educa- 
tion of the poor. 
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59 GEO, 8, Cap. 12. 

An Act to amend the Laws for the Belief of tlie 

Poor. [3l8t March, 1819.] 

• • ♦ ♦ # 

XIX. It shallbo lawful for the inhabitants of any 
parish in vestry assembled, and they are hereby 
empowered to resolve and direct that the owner or 
owners of all houses, apartments, or dwellings in such 
parishes, being the immediate lessor or lessors of the 
actual occupier or occupiei's, which shall respectively 
be let to the occupiers thereof at any rent or rents 
not exceeding twenty pounds nor less than six pounds 
by the year, for any less term than one yeai*, or on 
any agreement by which the rent shall be reserved or 
made payable at any shorter period than three months, 
shall be assessed to the rates for the relief of the 
poor, for or in respect of such houses, apartments, or 
dwellings, and the outhouses and curtilages thereof, 
instead of the actual occupiers 3 and the inhabitants 
so assembled in vestry may and they are hereby 
empowered from time to time to rescind, renew, varj'', 
and amend every such resolution and direction as they 
shall see occasion, so as no such resolution or direction 
shall extend to assess or charge the owner of any 
house, apartment, or dwelling which shall, with the 
outhouses and curtilages thereof, be let at a greater 



rent than twenty pounds or less than six pounds as 
aforesaid; and the churchwardens and overseers of the 
poor of every such parish are hereby empowered and 
required to carry into effect all such resolutions and 
directions of the inhabitants in vestry assembled; and 
in pursuance and execution thereof in all rates to be 
by them made for the relief of the poor^ to assess by 
a fair and equal pound rate the owner or owners, being 
the immediate lessor or lessors of the actual occupier 
or occupiers of every house, apartment, or dwelling to 
which such resolution and direction shall extend, for 
or in respect of the same ; and upon non-payment of 
the sum or sums so to be assessed, the same may and 
shall be levied upon, and the payment thereof be 
enforced against such owner and owners, lessor and 
lessors, so to be assessed, and his and their goods and 
chattels, in like manner as rates for the relief of the 
poor, may by law be levied and recovered, and the 
payment thereof enforced, upon and against any 
actual occupier on whom the same are charged. 

XX. Provided also that the goods and chattels of 
every occupier of any such house, apartment, or 
dwelling, which shall be found in and about the same, 
shall be liable to be distrained and sold for raising so 
much of any such rate or assessment being in arrear 
as shall have become due during the occupancy of the 
person or persons whose goods and chattels shall be so 
distrained (to be ascertained in a summary way by the 
justices granting the warrant of distress), so that in 
any case no greater sum be raised by distress of the 
goods and chattels of any such occupier than shall, at 
the time of making such distress, be actually due 
from such occupier for rent of the premises on which 
such distress shall be made : provided also, that every 
occupier who shall pay any such rate or rates, or upon 

c 
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whose goods and chattels the same or any part thereof 
shall be levied^ shall and may deduct the amount of 
the sum which shall be so paid or levied out of the 
rent by him or them payable; and such payment 
shall be a sufficient discharge to any such occupier for 
so much of the rent payable by him as he shall have 
paid; <Mr shall have been levied on his goods and 
chattels^ of such rate^ and for the costs of levying the 
same. 

XXI. Provided that every person receiving or 
claiming the rent of any such house^ apartment^ or 
dwelling for his or her own use^ or receiving the same 
for the use of any corporation aggregate, or of any 
landlord or lessor who shall be a minor, under cover- 
ture, or insane, or for the use of any person who shall 
not be usually resident within twenty miles from the 
parish in which any such house, apartment, or dwelling 
shall be situated, shall for this purpose be deemed 
and taken to be and shall be rateable as the owner 
thereof. 

XXII. Provided also, that every person to be rated 
as the owner of any such house, apartment, or dwelling, 
who shall think himself or herself aggrieved by any 
such rate, shall have such and the like remedy by 
appeal against the same, as any other person thereby 
rated ; and every person so rated shall be entitled, as 
an inhabitant of the parish in and for which he shall 
be assessed, to be present and to vote in every vestry 
or meeting of the inhabitants thereof, for the execu- 
tion of the laws for the relief of the poor, or for the 
consideration of any matter or question in relation 
thereto, in like manner as the inhabitants of the said 
parish. 

XXIII. Provided that nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend or be construed to give any person an 
authority to assess the owner (not being the occupier 
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of any hoose^ apartment, or dwelling in any city, 
borough, or town corporate), in which the right of 
voting for the election of members to serve in parlia- 
ment, shall depend upon the assessment of the voter 
to the poor's rate, or to vary or affect the manner of 
assessing and charging any of the inhabitants or occu- 
piers of houses, lands, or tenements within any such 
city, borough, or town corporate (a). 

By a subsequent Act (21 & 23 Vict. c. 43) to 
Amend the Municipal Franchise in certain cases, it is 
enacted :— 

L Where the owner of any such house, apartment, 
or dwelling in the said first-recited Act (i. e. 59 Oeo. 
8, c. 12,) mentioned shall be rated to the relief of the 
poor by virtue of section nineteen of the said first 
recited Act, instead of the occupier thereof, and such 
owner shall have paid all money due on account of 
any rate or rates in respect of such house, apartment, 

(a) An owner can only be rated nnder the 69 Geo. 3^ e. 12, 1. 19, 
in reepect of premises which are actually let at the time of making 
the rate. The Act it wUl be perceived refers to the owners of 
houses, Sec, *' which shall be respectively let, and the occupiers 
thereof at any rent, &o." and '^to the owners being the immediate 
lessors of the actual occupiers," and it requires that such owners 
shall be assessed ''according to the actual rent at which every 
such house« &c. shall be let." 

According to the case of ex parte the Parish Officers of 
Holy Sepulchre, Cambridge, (referred to in 8 J. P. 529), in a 
borough, in which before and at the passing of the 59 Geo. 3, 
c. 12, the right of voting for the election of a member or mem- 
bers to serve in parliament did not depend upon the assessment 
of the voter to the poor's rate, owners, dec. of property in the 
borough, may be rated in lieu of the occupiers in pursuance of 
s. 19 of the Act^the exception in s. 23 applying to boroughs, 
&c., only in which the right of voting did so depend at the pass- 
ing of the 59 Geo. 3, c. 12, and the subsequent enactment in 
s. 27 of 2 Will. 4, c. 45, does not bring a borough to which 
it applies within the operation of the proviso in the 23rd section. 
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or dwelling, such occupier shall be entitled to all muni- 
cipal privileges and franchises to which, by virtue of 
the said Act passed in the session of parliament held 
in the fifth and sixth years of the reign of King 
William the Fourth, intituled '^ An Act to provide for 
the Regulation of Municipal Corporations in England 
and Wales/' he would have been entitled if he himself 
had been rated and had paid such rate or rates, it 
shall be lawful for such occupier to tender to the over- 
seers of the poor, or other person authorized by law 
to receive the same, the amount of any rate or rates 
then due from such owner in respect of such house, 
apartment, or dwelling, and such overseer or other 
person so authorized as aforesaid shall be boimd to 
receive the same, and such occupier shall, on the pay- 
ment or tender of such amount, be entitled to exercise 
all such privileges and franchises as hereinbefore men- 
tioned : provided always, that any occupier so paying 
any rate or rates in respect of any such house, apart- 
ment, or dwelling, where the owner is rated to the 
same, shall be entitled to deduct and retain the amount 
so paid by him from the next payment of the rent to 
be paid by him to such owner, or to recover the same 
from such owner as money paid to and for the use of 
such owner, and upon such payment being so made by 
such occu])ier, and being by him so deducted or re- 
tained from his rent, the production by such owner of 
the receipt of such occupier for the amount so de- 
ducted shall be sufficient proof of such rate or rates 
having been duly paid. 

II, So much of the said Act of the fifty-ninth year 
of his late Majesty King George the Third as remains 
unrepealed, and this Act shall be read and construed 
together as one Act. 
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POOR LAW BOARD, 

Whitehall, 
23rd November, 1869. 
Gentlemen, 

Many questions having been addressed to the Board 
with reference to various provisions of the Act (33 & 83 
Vict. 0. 41) passed in the last Session of Parliament 
for the purpose of amending the law relating to the 
Collection of Poor Rates assessed upon Occupiers of 
hereditaments held for short terms, and to the Making 
and Collectmg of the Poor Rate, — I am directed by 
the Board to make the following observations on some 
of the more important parts of the Act. 

The Act may conveniently be considered under two 
heads :— 

I. As to the Making of the Rate. 
IL As to the Collection of the Rate. 

1. With respect to the Meting of the Rate. 

It is provided by Sect. 14 that when the Overseers 
make a poor rate, they shall set forth in the Htle of 
th$ Rate, the period for which the same is estimated, 
and, if the Rate is payable by instalments, the amount 
of each instalment, and the date at which each instal- 
ment is payable. 

It is Airther provided, however, that if the necessities 
of the parish shall require it, another rate may be made 
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before such period shall have elapsed; so that if any 
error has been made in the estimate^ or any unforeseen 
occurrence render it necessary that an additional rate 
should be madC; it shall not be unlawful to make it. 
But you should be careful^ as far as practicable^ to 
make a full and correct estimate for the period con- 
templated at the time when the rate is made. 

The next Sect. (15) enables the Overseers who make 
the poor rate for a period exceeding three months to de- 
clare that '^ the same shall be paid by Instalments, at such 
times as they shall specify; and thereupon each instal- 
ment only shall be enforceable as and when it falls due." 
To give effect to these enactments it will be necessary 
to add to the Title of the Rate which is prescribed by 
the Schedule to the 6 & 7 Wm. IV, c. 96, the follow- 
ing words; or others to the like effect, "which is esti- 
mated to meet all the expenses for the above purposes 
which will be incurred before the— ^ of —next." 
And if the rate is to be paid by instalments; the follow- 
ing wordS; or words of similar purport should be added; 
" and which rate we declare to be payable by — 
equal instalments [prhj the following instalments; 
that is to say, shillings — pence in the pound, 

and — . shillings— pence in the pound], to be paid 
respectively at the following dates, that is to say, on 

the day of and on the — day of ." 

The Statute does not require the instalments to be 
of equal amount, but when practicable it is desirable 
that they should be so. Thus, when a poor rate is 
made for half a year, it may be made payable by two 
quarterly instalments, and where it is made for a 
year, it may be made payable by two half-yearly or 
four quarterly instalments. The first instalment should 
be made payable on the day after the rate is published. 
Sect. 9 requires every Owner who agrees with the 



Overseers to pay the poor rate, or who is rated, or liable 
to be rated, for any hereditament instead of the Occu- 
pier, to deliver to the Overseers from time to time, 
when required by them, in writing, a list containing 
the names of the actual occupiers of such heredita- 
ments. 

The Owner who makes default, is subject to penalty 
of £2. 

If when you proceed to make a poor rate, you are 
ignorant of, or have any doubt as to the names of the 
actual occupiers of any rateable hereditaments, you 
should require the owner to supply you with the names in 
writing, and the board recommend that you should make 
your requisition in writing, and take care that it is duly 
served upon him within a reasonable time before you pre- 
pare the rate, to enable him to answer the requisition. 

This provision has been made to enable you to com- 
ply with the direction in Sect. 19, which requires you 
in making out the poor rate, in every ease, whether the 
rate is collected from the Owner or Occupier, or the 
Owner is liable to the payment of the rate instead of 
the Occupier, to enter in the Occupiers^ Column of the 
Mate Book the name of the Occupier of every rateable 
hereditament. 

Any Overseer who negligently or wilfully and with- 
out reasonable cause omits the name of the occupier 
of any rateable hereditament from the rate, or negli- 
gently or wilfully misstates any name therein, is ren- 
dered liable to a penalty of £2. 

The Section is of general application, and is not con- 
fined to the cases in which the Owner can be required 
to supply the information. 

Attention should also be directed to Sect. 16, which 
provides that ^^ if the Occupier assessed in the Bate 
when made^ shall cease to occupy before the Bate shall 
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have been wholly discliargecl, or if the hereditament 
being unoccupied at the time of the making of the 
Hate becomes occupied during the period for which the 
Hate is made^ the Overseers sImU enter in the Bate 
Book the name of the Person who succeeds or comes 
into the occupation^ as the case may be^ and the date 
when such occupation commences; so far as the same 
shall be known to them." 

Doubts had been entertained prior to the passing of 
this Act; as to the time when a Poor Hate is legally 
made, whether it is when the Overseers prepare it; or 
sign it; or the Justices allow it; or it is published. 
These doubts are removed by Sect. 17; which declares 
that ^' it shall be deemed to be made on the day when 
it is aUowed by the Justices; and if they sever in their 
allowance " (that iS; if they sign the allowance on 
different dayS; as is sometimes the case); *' then on the 
day of the last allowance." 

Henceforth when the rate is laid before the Justices 
for allowance; they should be requested to affix the date 
of their signatures. 

And here may be noticed a provision which 
facilitates proceedings in Courts of Law for enforcing 
the Poor Rate. Sect. 18 enacts ^^ that the prodaction 
of a book purporting to contain a poor rate with the 
allowance of the rate by the Justices; shall; if the rate 
is made in the Form prescribed by law; be Primd 
Faeie evidence of the due making and publication of 
such Hate." 

Care must be taken that the Form of the Hate is 
according to that prescribed by law. It must; there* 
forC; have the proper title; must be signed by the 
Churchwardens and Overseers, or the major part of 
them; or where there are no Churchwardens; by the 
Overseers ; and it must have the declaration prescribed 
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by the 6 dk 7 Wm. IV, c. 96, where that Act is still in 
force, or in Unions that prescribed by the Union 
Assessment Committee Act, 1862. 
2. As to the Collection of the Rate. 
In the first place it should be observed that Sect. 3 
provides for Voluntary arrangements between tlie 
Owners and the Overseers in the following terms :— 
" In case the rateable value of any hereditament 
does not exceed Twenty Pounds if situate in the 
Metropolis^ 
OHiirteen Pounds if situate in any parish wholly 

or partly within the Borough of Liverpool, 
Ten Pounds if situate in any parish wholly or 
partly within the City of Manchester or 
Borough of Birmingham^ 
JEight Pounds if situate elsewhere, 
^^ And the Owner of such hereditament is willing 
to enter into an agreement in writing with the Over- 
seers to become liable to them for the Poor Rates 
assessed in respect thereof, for any term not less than 
one year from the date of such agreement, and to pay 
the poor rates, whether the hereditament is occupied 
or not. 

"The Overseers may. Subject nevertheless to the 
control of the Vestry, agree with the owner to receive 
the rates from him, and to allow him a commission not 
exceeding T/venty'jftve per Cent* on the amount 
thereof." 

You will observe that you are not compelled to act 
upon this clause, but if you do so you are empowered 
to make such an allowance as shall appear to you to 
be proper, not exceeding Twenty-five per Cent. You 
may act at your own discretion in the first place, but 
you will be subject to the control of the Vestry, so that 
they may interpose and disallow the proposed agree- 

3 
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ment if they deem it to be inexpedient; or contrary to 
the interest of the parish. 

The agreement once made will continue to be bind- 
ing upon succeeding Oyerseers until the period for 
which it was made expires, and it should be specially 
noticed that it must last for one year at the least. The 
Board think it is expedient that the agreement should 
be made for a definite period of no great extent, or 
subject to being determined after the expiration of the 
year, on a reasonable notice by either party. 

As it will be for the convenience of the parish that 
all the agreements should be uniform, the Overseers 
may in the opinion of the Board properly provide 
forms of agreement suitable to the circumstance of 
the parish, for execution by the Owners. 

With regard to stamps on the agreement, the 
Board are informed by the Inland Revenue Commis- 
sioners that ^^ they are of opinion that an agreement 
entered into under the 3rd Section of the Act men- 
tioned is liable to the stamp duty on agreements^ when 
the matter of it is of the value of £5 or upwards. 
They consider that the matter of the agreement is the 
total amount of the rates assessed on the property, 
during the entire period over which the agreement 
extends; and, as this amount is not ascertainable 
except in cases in which a rate has actually been made 
at the date of the agreement, they are of opinion that 
the agreement is chargeable with duty only when the 
total amount of a rate actually made at the date of the 
agreement is £6, or upwards." 

The Commissioners add, ^^ that a notice given under 
the 4th Section of the Act is, standing alone, subject 
to duty in the same manner and to the same extent as 
an agreement under the 3rd Section." 

The Board have stated that Sect. 8 provides for 



voluntary arrangements between Owners and Over- 
seers^ Sect. 4c, on the other hand^ provides for the 
compulsory rating of Owners. By this Section it is 
enacted that '^ the Vestry of any parish may from 
time to time order that the owners of all rateable 
hereditaments to which Sect. 3 of the Act extends " 
(they are such as have been stated in page 33), ^'situate 
within such parish, shall be rated to the poor rate in 
respect of such rateable hereditaments instead of the 
occupiers^ on all rates made after the date of such 
order, and thereupon and so long as such order shall 
be in force it is provided as follows :— 

1. ^' The Overseers shall rate the Owners instead of 
the Occupiers, and shall allow to them an abatement 
or deduction of fifteen per centum from the amount of 
the rate." 

This is an absolute and fixed allowance, and the 
direction is peremptory on the Overseers. 

2. '^ If the owner of one or more such hereditaments 
shall give notice to the Overseers in writing that he is 
willing to be rated for any term (not being less than 
one year) in respect of all such rateable hereditaments 
of which he is the owner, whether the same 1)0 occu- 
pied or not, the Overseers shall rate such owner ac- 
cordingly^ and allow to him v^Jurther abatement or 
deduction not exceeding fifteen per Cent, from the 
amount of the rate during the time he is so rated." 

In this case, though the Overseers are required to 
rate the Owner for these hereditaments, they have to 
settle the amount of the abatement, which is to be in 
addition to the allowance previously fixed by subsec- 
tion 1, but must not exceed the specified limit of 
fifteen per Cent., so that the Total abatement may be 
thirty per cent*, but must not be more. 

3. The Vestry may rescind the order after a certain 
time. 
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There is an important proviso to this section, which 
is not contained in the section providing for voluntary 
arrangements, namely, that it shall not be applicable 
to any rateable hereditament in which a dwelling house 
shall not be included. 

It will be observed that when the Vestry acts under 
Sect. 4, and the Owners are therefore compuUorily 
rated, Sect. 3, which provided for voluntary arrange- 
ments, is entirely superseded, so far as it applies to 
hereditaments which comprise dwelling houses. 

It must also be stated that the Small Tenements 
Rating Act (18 & 14 Vict. c. 99), and so much of 
Local Acts as relates to the rating of Owners instead 
of Occupiers, are repealed by Sect. 6 of this Act, in so 
far as they apply to the Poor Rate. 

Questions have been put to the Board with refer- 
ence to the making out of the Rate Book, and as to 
the form of the Rate Receipt consequent upon the 
foregoing enactments. 

When the Overseer acts under Sect. 8, and makes 
an allowance to the Owner for the payment of the 
rate, it will result that the rate which has been assessed 
upon the occupier, or carried out against the premises 
if they were unoccupied when the rate was made, will 
not be paid in full. The amount received from the 
Owner should therefore be entered in CoL 15 of the 
Rate Book, and the allowance should be entered in 
Col. 18, under the bead of the amounts otherwise not 
recoverable, while in Col. 19 for the cause should be 
entered the words allowance to onmer, or something 
to the like effect. 

When the Vestry have made their order under 
Sect. 4 it will take effect prior to the making of the 
rate^ and consequently the Overseers, when they 
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prepare their Bate Book^ will be required to enter 
the amonnt to be assessed upon the Owner in Gol. 12 
of the Bate Book, which is headed Amount of Mate 
Asseued upon and pay able hy the Owner instead of 
the OecupitT. The sum so to be entered should be 
the amount assessable upon the full rateable value 
after allowing the abatement of 15 per Cent. 

If the owner after notice to the Overseers is entitled 
to a farther abatement, the sum actually paid will, as 
in the former case, be entered in Col. 16, and the 
further abatement in Col. 18, with a similar entry in 
Gol. 10 to that above described. 

When the rate is made payable by instalments, 
either there must be separate divisions of the Bate 
Book, or separate Books for the separate instalments, 
or such a division of the collection side of the Book as 
appears in the specimen form of Bate Book ap- 
pended hereto. It has been suggested that the Cols. 
Nos. 11 and 12, 14 and 16, may be subdivided to pro- 
vide for the instalments, and the Board see no objec- 
tion to the adoption of this course. 

The Order of Accounts issued by this Board pre- 
scribes 2k form of Mate Receipt, and it appears to the 
Board that this form, with a slight addition, will be 
available in the altered state of the law. It expresses 
the sum received, and the name of the person paying, 
and identifies the assessment and its amount. 

By the terms of that Order the name of the Bate- 
payer and the sum to be collected are to be inserted 
when the Beceipt Book is made up previous to the 
Collection. If, at the time when the Owner pays 
instead of the Occupier, the name of the latter be 
erased, and that of the Owner written over it, with the 
word Onmer added, and if the sum paid be substituted 
for that previously inserted, the receipt will be suffi* 
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cient* The sum allowed to tBe Owner should be placed 
under the Totals and this amount being deducted from 
the previous Total, the payment to be made by the 
Owner will appear, and will be the sum which must be 
entered in Col 16 of the Rate BooL 

In the Ifote on the Counterfoil the name of the 
person described as the Owner actually paying must 
be entered,^ as well as the sum which he pays. 

An illustration of this Form is subjoined : 



Kewtowk Unxon. No. 410.11 



CounierfoiU 

Note. 

Parish of St. Mary, the drd day 
of December, I860. 

Mr. John Smith, 

Rate made on the lit day 
Oct., I860, 
(lit Instalment). 

£ - 3 
Arrear t • 






of 



• • 



- 3 - 



Paid byMr.ThoB.) 

Brown, of the > - % 3 

Park, Owner • • J 
Allowance to him at 

26 Per Cent 



limati 

t. .. J " " 



9 



- 8 - 



NbWTOWN tJNIOK. No. 410. 

Parish of St. Mary, the 3rd day of 
December, 1869. 

Thomas Brown, Owner, 
ReoeiTed of Mr. J^k»4taMi, thesnm of 
2 shillingB and 3 pence 
e hiUinga In respect of the Poor Rata of 
the aboTO parish, viz. : 
Bate made the 1st day oi 
October, 1869, on £6, As- 
sessment at one Shilling in 
the ponnd • . • < 
Arrear of former Rate 



- 6 - 



Total 



t • 



. • 



• • 



1st Instalment 
Allowance to Owner at 85 per 
cent. • . « # 




• • 



•• 



Fkid by Owner 
Signed 



- - 9 
-38 



II 



Oyerseer or CoUector. 



As regards rates payable by Instalments, the Form 
of Rate Receipt which appears in the General Order 
for Payments of Rates by Imtahnents must not be 
adopted ; because that Form applies to payments 
made by instalments in respect of rates which are 
due, and where a rate is declared to be payable by 
instalments each instalment is so far to be conaidered 
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a rate which is due. Here, therefore^ the preyious 
Form of Beceipt will be available^ but the words jfint 
instalment or second instalment; as the case may be, 
should appear on the Form, and it should be made out 
for the sum payable on the instalment. When pay- 
ments in respect of the rate or any instalment of it 
are made on account only^ the Form of Instalment 
Receipt prescribed by the Order is the proper one to 
be used. 

Several other sections of the Act are consequent 
upon the rating of the owner in place of the occupier. 
By Sect. 6 it is provided, that if the Owner omits 
to pay before the 5th of June in any year the rate or 
instalment due previously to the 5th of January, and 
which shall have been duly demanded of him, he will 
forfeit the allowance and commission, and must pay 
the rate in full. Again, by Sect. 9, in case of such 
. omission the occupier may pay the rate so due, and 
deduct the amount from his rent, while Sect. 11 
enables the Overseers to recover the amount, costs, 
and charges by distress upon the goods of the owner. 

But inasmuch as such power of distress upon the 
Owner's goods may not be available, and the Occupier 
may not voluntarily pay the rate, power is given to 
distrain upon the goods of such Occupier for any 
arrears, subject to these provisoes. 

1. The rate must have been demanded in writing by 
the Overseers from the Occupier, and he must have failed 
to pay within 14 days after the service of such demand. 

2. The amount to be raised by such distress must 
not exceed the amount of the rent actually due from 
the Occupier. 

3* The Occupier may deduct the amount of the rate 
and expenses of the distraint from his rent due or 
accruing due. 
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It remains to be noticed in connection with this part 
of the Act^ that Sect. 13 gives to the owner the same 
right of appeal against Valuation Lists and Poor Rates 
as though he were the Occupier. 

Independently of these provisions for the payment 
of the rate by Owners, and the rating of Owners 
instead of Occupiers, the Act deals in a separate section 
with occupiers for short terms. 

Sect. 1 of the Act provides that " the Occupier of 
any rateable hereditament let to him for a term not 
exceeding three mont/iSf shall be entitled to deduct the 
amount paid by' him in respect of any poor rate as- 
sessed upon such hereditament, from the rent due or 
accruing due to the owner, and every such payment 
shall be a valid discharge of the rent to the extent of 
the rate so paid." 

So far the Overseers are not interested in the enact- 
ment, but Sect. 2 directs that ^^ no such Occupier shall 
be compelled to pay to the Overseers, at one time, or 
within four weeks, a greater amount of the rate than 
would be due for one quarter of a year." 

There is no limit here as to the value of the premises, 
the only qualification being the shortness of the hold- 
ing or tenancy. It will be necessary, therefore, where 
you do not know that the hereditament is held for a 
term exceeding three months, to ascertain what is the 
actual term of the holding, and where you find that it 
does not exceed three months, which word means 
Calendar months, the amount of rent payable by the 
tenant must also be ascertained. 

As regards the Interpretation Clause, the Board 
desires to call your particular attention to the defini- 
tion of the words Owner and Vestrtf. 

It may be well to add, as the question has been 
asked by several Parochial Officers, that a person who 
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occupies his own property is not; according to the 
opinion of the Board; an Owner within the meaning 
of this definition, so far as regards such property. 

The Act; which may be cited as The Poor Rate 
Assessment and Collection Act; 1869; came into opera- 
tion on the 29th of September last. 

The Board trust that you will find this explanation 
'of the Act sufficient; as a general guide; to enable you 
to carry its provisions into execution; so far as they 
may be applicable to your parish. They will be 
ready, however, to afford such advice as they shall be 
able to supply; in special or peculiar cases, if consulted 
with reference to some actual occurrence or incident. 

I am, 

Your obedient Servant; 

W. G. LUMLEY. 

Assistant Secretary, 

To the Overseers of the Poor of all the Parishes 
and other Places in England and Wales. 
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SPECIMEN OF 

An Assessment for the Belief of the Poor of the Parish of Si. Mary^ 
thereon, according to law, made this §§ 1^^ day of October, in the 
the Rate of One Shilling in the Pound, which is estimated to meet 
hefore the 1st day of April next, and which Rate we declare to be 
following dates, that is to say, on the 4kth day of October instant, 



iJABlBS. 



BATE. 
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I 



I 



11 



£s.d. 
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£ s. d. 



£s.d. 
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• • 



John 
Smith 



Wm. 
Poor 



Thomas 
Brown 

Thomas 
Brown 

James 
Williams 



House 
House 
House 



0, LonK- 
lane 

7, Long- 
lane 

6, Back, 
street 



1000 



1000 



1000 



8 



8 



8 



080 



08 



8 



6 10 



6 10 



6 10 



•• 



* This will be the case where the commission is allowed under Seet 3. 

t This will be the case where the Owner Is rated under Sect. 4, and reoeires the additional 
allowance from the Orerseers. 



%* The declaration as to the total amount of the Rate should be taken from 

amounts to the sum of — pounds. 
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THE RATE BOOK. 



in the County of Middlesex^ and for other purposes chargeable 
year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine after 
all the expenses for the above pui*pose8, which will be incurred 
payable by two equal instalments, to be paid respectively at the 
and the 1st day of January next. 



COLLECTION— FXB8T Ivstalvbst. 



COLLEOTIOK— 8B00ND IvitAUCaST. 
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030 
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16 
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Uncollected at Balancing 
thii Book. 
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Xs. d, 



Irrecoverable at 
Balancing the Book. 
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17 



£ i/d. 



Otherwise not 
Recoverable. 
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14 



Allowed to 
Owner 



£8.d. 
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§ 

a 



IS 



£i.d. 
83 
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17 



£8. d. 
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I 
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£s,d. 
009 
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mowed to 
Owner 



36 



086 



3 6 



210 



0210 



03 6 



00 7 



007 



Allowed to 
Owner 

Ditto 



03 6 



086 



086 



2 10 



2 10 



03 6 



7 



007 



Allowed to 
Owner 

Ditto 



T Thif will be the eaie where the Owner Is rated under Sect. 4, and no additional allowance 
it made to kirn hj the Orerwerf . 

$$ This ihonld be the date of the allowtnee of the Bate bj the Jnitices. 



Col. 11, and be in these words, " We declare that the total of the above Rate 
— — shillings, and — — pence. 
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Abatement to be allowed to owners rated in lien of occupiers, 

0, 7 ; forfeiture of, 8. 
Agreements of owners with overseers to pay poor rates, 3. 
Allowance to owners paying rates in lieu of occupiers, 6, 7 ; 

forfeiture of, 8. 
by Justices to be evidence of making rate, 17. 
Appeal by owners against valuation lists and poor rates, 14. 
Arrears of rates, notice to be given with reganl to, 11. 
Assessed Rates Act, citation of, 20 ; commencement of, 80. 

Birmingham, in what cases owners of hereditaments in, may 
agree with overseers to pay poor rates, 3. 

Citation of Assessed Rates Act^ 20. 

of Sunday and Ragged Schools Act, 23 
Claim to be rated, when not necessary, 18. 
Commencement of Assessed Rates Act, 20. 
Commission to owners on paying poor rates, 3. 
Constructive payment of rates, 9. 

Date of making of poor rate, 17. 

Deduction of poor rates by occupiers on payment of rent, 1 . 
from rate to be allowed to owners rated in lieu of 
occupiers, 6, 7 ; forfeiture of, 8. 
Distress for recovery of poor rates, 13. 

Evidence of making and publication of poor rates, 17. 
Exemption of Sunday and Ragged Schools from rates, 21. 

Franchise, constructive payment of rates to preserve, 9. 

in what cases payment of poor rates by instidments 

shall preserre^ 10. 
saying as to, 18. 
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Incoming occupier, liability of, for rates, 16. 

Instalments, when overseers may make poor rate payable 

by, 16. 
Interpretation of terms in Act, 19. 

Liability of owners under agreements to pay poor rates, 12. 

of saccessive occupiers for rates, 16. 
Lists of occupiers to be given to overseers by owners, 10; 

penalty for neglect, 11. , 

Livei'pool, in what cases owners of hereditaments in, may 

agree with overseers to pay poor rates^ 8. 
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Metropolis defined, 19. 

in what cases owners of hereditaments in, may agree 
with overseers to pay poor rates, 8. 
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Order of vestry that owners shall in certain cases be ratedJn 

lieu of occupiers, 4. 
Outgoing occupier, liability of for rates, 16. 
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Owner defined, 19. 
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Owner defined^on^. 

to deliver lists of occupiers to overseers, 10 ; penalty 

for neglect, II. . 
recovery of poor rates irom, 13. 
appeal of, against valuation lists and poor rates, 15. 

Parish defined, 19. 

Payment of poor rates by instalments, 15. 
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Period for which poor rate is estimated to be stated in title, 15. 
Poor rate defined, 19. 
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Rateable hereditaments let for terms not exceeding three 
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Rates, constructive payment of, 9. 

in arrear, notice of to be given, 11. 

recovery of, from owners, 12 ; from occupiers, 13. 
Rates, recovery of, from successive occupiers, 16. 

evidence of making and publication of, 17. 

when it shall be deemed to be made, 17. 

exemption of Sunday and Ragged Schools from, 21. 

Rating owners in lieu of occupiers, in what cases vestry may 

order, 4. 
Rating owners under local Acts, repeal of provisions as to, 8. 
Recovery of poor rates from owners, 12 ; from occupiers, 13. 

from successive occupiers, 16. 
Rent, deduction of poor rates by the occupiers on payment 

of,h 
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what shall be a valid discharge of, % 
in what cases occupier may deduct rates on payment 
of, 10. 
Repeal of provisions in local Acts as regards rating owners, 8. 
of Small Tenements Rating Act as regards poor rates, 8. 

Saving as to the franchise, 18. 

Small Tenements Rating Act, repeal of as regards poor rates, 8. 

Soccessive occupiers, liability of in respect of poor rates 

assessed on premises, 16. 
Sunday and Ragged Schools Act, citation of, 22. 
Sunday Schools, exemption of, from rates, 21 ; defined, 22. 

Title of rate, overseers to set fortli in period for which rate is 
made, and instalments it is payable in, 15. 

Valuation lists, appeal by owners against, 14. 
Vestiy, defined, 19. 

control of, with regard to agreements of owners with 

overseers to pay poor rates, 3. 
in what cases vestry may order owners of rateable 
hereditaments to be rated in lieu of occupiers, 4 ; 
power of, to rescind order, 7. 



London : Printed bj Shaw k Bom, F«tt«r I«aMt 



< I 
1 1 



\ 



Works published hy Sham ai/id Sons, Fetter Lane. 



LOCALMANAGEMEN T.—Woolrych'sMetropoUs Local Manage- 
ment Acts. With copious Notes. By Edmund Humphrey 
Woolrvch, Esq., one of the Metropolitan Police Magistrates. 
lOs. Cloth. 

GAME lAWSi"-Pater£on's Game Laws of the United Kingdom, 
comprising the whole of the Law on the Subject. By James 
Paterson, Esq., M.A., Barrister-at-Law. 8*. Cloth, 

TITHE T ABIES.— dyne's Tithe Rentcharge Tables for 184G, 47, 
48,49, 50, 51, 52, 53,54. 55, 56, 67, 58. 69, 60, 61, 62 63.64, 65, 
00. ()7, 68.— Is. each. By H. Pyne, Esq., of the Tithe Office. 

POOR LAW CASES*— Peterson's Abridgment of PoorLaw Cases 
Irom 20 Vict. c. 19, to 26 & 2/ Vict. c. 125 (1857 to 1863), 
in continuation of Mr. Archbold's Abridgment. By James 
Paterson, Esq., Dnrrister-at-Law. Cloth, 5s, 

THE VACCINATION ACT OF 1867. with lotroduc- 

tion. Notes, and Appendix. By A. C. Bauke, Esq., of the 
Poor Law Board. Is. 6d. cloth, 

N U I S A N C Ea — Keane's Nuisances Removal and Diseases Preven- 
tion Acts. By D.KeancEsq. Q.C., Barrister-at-Law. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES— Tidd Pratt's Law of Friendly Socie- 
ties, with ail the Cases. By W. Tidd Pratt, Esq , Barrister- 
at-Law. Sixth Edition^ 5s. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEAC E.— Supplement to the Sixth Edition 
of Archbold's (Vols. 1 & 2), comprising the Law of Summary 
Convictions and Orders, 1858, to the end of the Session 1862. 
By James Paterson, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 7s. 6d. cloth, 

HIGHWAY ACTSj ^362 & 1864, with explanatory Introduction 
and Notes. By H. A. Owston, Esq., Leicester. Cloth, 
3s. 6d. 

READY RECKONE Ri— "A General Ready Reckoner for calcula- 
ting Union Expenditure, and for general purposes. By W. C. 
Hotson, Esq., District Auditor. Fifth Edition, 83. 6d. 

JUSTICES' MAHUAl.— Stone's Justices' ManuaL By Samuel 
Stone, Esq., Clerk to the Justices for the Borough of Leices- 
ter. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEAC Ei— A^rchbold's Justice of the Peace, 
and Parish Officer. By J. F. Archbold, Esq., Barrister-at- 
Law. Sixth Edition. Vols. 1, 2, 3, and 4 complete, cloth. 
£4 105. 

LANDLORD AND T E N A N T.-The Law of Landlord and Ten- 
ant. By J. F. Archbold, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 77drd 
Edition, cloth, 14». 

POOR LAW.— Archbold's Poor Law. By J. F. Archbold, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. Eleventh Edition, 30s. cloth. 

JERVIS' ACTS.— Jervis's Justice of the Peace Acts, 11 & 12 
Victoria, cc. 42, 43, 44. By W. C. Glen, Esq. 83. cloth. 

PRISON ACTj 1865, with an Appendix of 23 other Statutes 
rce. By W. C. Glen, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 5s. cloth. 

',— Archbold's New Lunacy Acts, with Notes, Index, and 
I. By J. F. Archbold, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. I63. cloth. 



Work* jmblished by Sham and Sons, Fetter Lane. 



THE UNION ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE ACTS, 1862, 

1864, With a Commentary and Notes.. By W. G. Lumley, Esq., 
Barrister- at-Law, Assistant Secretary of the Poor Law Board. 
Cloth, 3s. 6d. Eifjhth Edition, 

PAROCHIAL ASSESSMEHT.-Lumley's Law of Parochial At 
sessments, 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 96, and the Union Assessmei 
Committee Acts, 1862 & 18G4. By W. G. Lumley, Esq^ 
Barrister-at-Law. Sixth Edition, 6s. 6d. cloth. 

THE POOR RATE ASSESSMENT ANO COLLECTION ACT- 

1869; togethei: with the Sunday and Ragged Schools (Exemp- 
tion from Rating) Act, 1869 ; and the Unions Loans Act, 1869, 
with Introduction, Notes, and Index. By W. Cunningham 
Glbn, Barrister-at-Law, and of the Poor Law Board. 
Cloth, 25. 6d. 

S U R V E Y R Si— Nash's Practical Guide to Surveyors of High- 
ways, By F, W. Nash, Esq. Fifth Edition, 28, 6d. 

PARISH LAWa — Shawa' Parish Law, coroprising the whole of the 
present Law relating to Parishes and Parish Officers. By J. 
Paterson, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Fourth Edition. lOs, cloth, 

COUNTY COILRTSi— Archbold's County Courts Practice. By 
J. F. Archoold, Esq., Barrister-at-Law.. Seventh Edition^- 
12s. cloth, 

WILLSa — Eagle's Practical Instructions for making Wills. By 
W. C. Glen, Esq. Second Edition, 2s. 6d. 

DISTRESS FOR R E N L— Bullen's Practical Treatise on the 
Law of Distress for Rent. By E. Bullen, Esq. 9s. 

FACTORY A C T Si— Tapping's Factory Acts, with Notes, fuU 
References to Cases, and Index. By T. Tapping, Esq., Bar- 
rister-at-Law. 3s. 

POLICE OFFICER AND C N S T A B L E-Snowden's Police 
Officers and Constables Guide, and Magistrate's Assistant. By 
W. C. Glen, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Sixth Edition. 10s. cloth. 

CONSOLIDATED ORDER Si— Archbold's Consolidated and 
other Orders of the Poor Law Commissioners, and of the Poor 
Law Board, with Introduction, Explanatory Notes, and Index. 
By J. F. Archbold, Esq., Barrister-rat-Law. 9*. cloth. 

ElECTIOHS.— The Practice at Elections of Members of Parlia- 
ment. By Charles Wordsworth, Esq., Q. C. Brought down 
to October, 1868, by W. C. Glen, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Cloth, 38, 6d. 

The Churchwarden's Assistant. By J. N. Spellen, Esq. Is, 

The Constable's Guide and Director „ „ Is. 

The Overh-eer's AssistAp^iM^^^V „ »» Ib. 

Ill ijiiliiiii ' \ ., ., 18. 

The/". :: ' - Ver „ 3s. 6d. 

THi ; \e> edited by C. J. B. Hertp^ ^ 

T. Cole, Esq., Q.C., a- 

iw. Published every Sat 

ription, £1 Cs. 6d., staropt 

Sparta of the Country, am 

'. — ■Established over 30 yeai 




